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hie owners of this simple. elegant
home in the moumains of North
Carolina are “enthusiastic™ gollers.
}"i\l' years afo Ilu'_\ moved mnto
their new home. having lived mn
the \\;1-I|l'l|}_flnh. D.CC. area for several years.
Thewr DL home was modern, “with lots of
alass. white. and cathedral ceilings.™ they
said, But this home is not at all like that.
“We wanted a smaller. intimate. cozy home
with a casual elecance 1o 1™ the wife saicl.
“We preferred to build ina small. private
golfing community in the mountams. After
looking at locations that it that deserption.
we ended up with our comfortable new
home overlooking the 14" fairway and
Fazio-desiened  course

We couldnt be

areen on a lom
i Hendersonville, N.C.
happier.”™

With three levels of covered. heated living

area totaling 4,035 square [eet. the owners
feel that l':ll‘h ”lu:j' 15, ndeed. COZ anid
elegantly  designed and  furmshed.  To
enhance the French-inspired architecture.
a 52Y9-saquare-foot covered  porch/outdoor
living area that views the 14" green. a 627-

stquare-foot garage and storage area, and a

small 189-square-foot covered deck were
i1||-|]|||r-(|_ '\(llh]illﬂil”.\. an llir|n'r-ll'\l'l apen
deck outside the hushand’s office 15 185
square [eet. and a generous slae terrace
(458 square feer) allows unhindered views
from the main level, Tucked on the lower

level is a 196-square-foot storage area.

“When we visited this goll course communiry.”™
the wile deseribed. “we  were }_'.i\!'!l i
complimentary round on the outstanding
course. At the third hole, | saw a house that

I loved. I now know the owners, but at the

\ppropriate materials and color selections contributed to the mood of a countryv: Freneh residence, [ Jesiener and architect worked
together with the client on all aspects of malterials selections.



Elegant. inviting. with interior and exterior connected, the porel and terrace serve as additional living and dining space.

time. we inguired about the architect of that
I}ll”.‘\l'. l'.\l’]l 1||“||th we +]]|"f‘\ i*'\\"(i rl\('
architects before hutlding, we knew thar the
one who designed that house would be onr
chosen one. Architeet Al Platt has done an
outstanding job designing the house that we
asked Tor and deseribed. e heard onr ideas
and made them even beter”

Even the builder  complimented  the

architect’s l||':|\\i||:_'~: =1 was handed one

of the best architectural deawings thar ve
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ever worked wiulh.™ said contractor Ken
Wilkie. “That was a pleasure. Al ineluded
lots of special touches. Luckily 1 had good

;Iu'u]lh' 1o do those 1||i|l1{-."

\\'I"\il' ||i|?“ Ill"i Ili" I'“"il"'.‘!“i“ [ I|'|||{|'['~.||]]\ l”“
[or 35 vears, Some of his business associaties
had worked with Plart and they had said
good things. Wilkie added. =1 wanted 10
work for lum. too, so when | became the
builder of the project. T was pleased.”

I'he project took abour 12 months. Wilkie

reported. The most challenging aspeet was
the vound trrer and the stairway inside
i, The rool, too, demanded EXpertise ..
slae tiles had 1o mncorporate both the round
turret and the priched ool Copper gutters

were nstalled throughour,

1 stay on the site prety much all the time
iflil‘l[lﬂ i }:I'n {im'l," \‘l”\ll s;m;_ [ ful‘l]-—ml on
this job for 12 months.”

Both the architect

contractor and  the

.
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The flow of space results in a dining room and kitehen utilized to the fullest. The open plan with only one dining space presented certain
challenges. bul appropriate malterials and finish selections maintain continuity: from room to room. The rug from Gabriel-Menefee
coordinates with others in the home.

mentioned that the site nsell presented
challenges. but the architeet arranged 1t
Sjust vight.” Wilkie said. =l sure made my

Joh easier. This was a perlect site plan.”

The house sits on a knoll surrounded by
trees. The street is at rool level. Therefore.
the approach to the house s down a
driveway that curls and ends at the flat area
where the house sits. By the time one gets
out of the car. you're already embraced by

the house and front entry.

“The characier of a house comes from the
directions of the owner.  In this case. for
example. the tower element came from
them.” the architect explamed. =1 take the
parts that are handed 1o me — their ideas.
the site. location of access. sun orientation.,

lay of the land — and 1 put them together.”

This particular house orgamzes msell around
the knoll on which it sits. The crooks and
twists of the house are designed 10 keep

it on huildable land. according 10 Platt.

The angular sections weren't requested
by the owners. but were incorporated 1o

accommaodate the site.

One important element. however, involved
the goll course. “There was a clear effort
to view the goll course.” Platt said. = The
living room and dining room Face that way.”
The large covered porelyliving space does,
too. as it is accessed through French doors
from the dining room.

The architect agrees with the owners that

Canovms Avcrecnvne & Desies 7



SEERH

Clazed walls further soften the glowing country Frenelt tood. With el consuliation from the desizner. the custom chandelier was
miade by a local eraftsman. The small buffet is a eustom piece from Guy: Chaddoek:.

this st s very big house compared 1o
nany i the Champion Fhlls goll community
where the owners ives However: the owners
followed  through on their priorites: they
wanted a compaet. cozy. elegant home with
very little extra space. While there were
European elements included i the owners”
ieas. Plart said he takes Evropean sivle
for inspiration. but then =1 iy 10 make 1t
fit-the mountamns.™ e let the house echo

how things were buile elses here, but made

1t simpler for this location.
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There is a European-imspived tarret. though
it s understared, Plan deseribed. The rool
piteh. too. is understated. Those elements

are seen immcdhacely apon approaching the

Ilelli-t'. 'llll I||l'} are lil‘ﬁiu']‘ulu'l_\ in\\‘-Lv_\:

Because the house sits helow the roadway.
the ool is a magor element one sees apon
approaching. It had 1 he done ereatively.
beautfully. and with skill.  The Vermont
slate rool. with ats natural hues and cardh

tones. enhances the quality: and  deiails

ol the house. and that's exactly what the
owners. Plare. and the rooler. Lee Forbies,

W ii]“l‘[lA

“The Yermont quarried slate we chose will
modify over time woa niee blend of earth
tones i shades of gray and brown.”™ Forbes
deseribed. =1 spent e ralking 1o the
GWDErs they preferved slate as the
medinm. Onee we knew the material we
were working withe I laid out o paitern

for the rool and my erew proceeded with




Leomfortable conversation area has the limestone fireplace as the focal point. Natural light is veflected in an orersized antique Freneh
mirror the desizner found at a local antique shop.

the job. We mstalled o roof sysien. which

mcluded  copper gutters and - flashing,
and we constrieted the copper lintal
capon the et as owell For the

trret. every  piece o slate had 1o be
custorn eut. Wee et the slae the same

way they il 2000 years ago”
I fact. TELL Forbes ame Cooas perhaps
known for ats restoration work as much
as for s new homes. Forbes refurbished
the roof ar the Bilunore House in nearby

Asheville, as well as the expansive tile dones

of 1w lustorie churehes == Fiest Hil]all-i
( I"“l'll ;ll"l Illl' I{“."llil'“ l}ll o ]‘il\\l'l'lll'l'
== both e downtown Ashevillie. The WN(
Department of Archives and Thstors has the
company on e shore list ol recormendled
lustorie pestoration '~|ll‘l‘iil|i~f~ In achdirion
to mstalling or restorng ke slare, and some
steel ronfs, Ii!l'_\ v terne f'u:ltill}_’ antel e pper
roofs. caps. sutteng. and custom iems m
o

e worked with AL Tor nearly 200 vears.”

Forbies sind. “Nevertheless, ineorporating

a et sueh as e one at s house 1 sull
a challenge. Our work. as alwayvs, was 10
design and insadl o rool svstem than works

for the lletine of the ouse.”

Platt wwvolved inerior designer Kathryn
Long early one “We worked together
o display e owners” Rfestvle, voriie
furnishings. and sucl.” hesaid. =1 pay
attention o how architecture sHpiport= the
woal of the wteriors and help this exteriors

also complement thar.
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“Isallabout life and living.” Platt continued.
“and the bulding should do what it needs to
do and then get out of the way. T hope my
design helps the folks who live in this house
feel comfortable when they walk i the front
door or to get pleasure when they walk into

the dining room.”

Designer Long and the owners learned
quickly that they had something in commen:
a love of France. The owners had spent
their honeymoon m Provence. and their
fond memories of that experience influenced
the choices they made for this new home.
Luckily. Long enjovs “anything French.”
The ultimate goal of thewr collaboration was
to create sunplicity and openness in the
floor plan -- with no unused spaces. The
owners wanted a mood of hiveable elegance.
according to Long. For example, breakfast
15 taken i the dining room, so that room
was furmished 1o be comfortable for both
small and large dining.  Alzo, the owners
wanted one paint color throughout the

house.  Using lurmshings, rugs. and fabrics

created the patierns. textures, and colors.

“To set the foundation of those things.
I suggested that the choice of the living
room rug provide that underpinning.” Long
saul. “That choice would firmly establish
the color scheme and mood for the entire
house.  Then. the dining room rug. the
second largest and most visually significant
item. was chosen to relate to the living room

rug,”

\ magnificent 11°X157 Mahindra rug in a
Herat design was chosen for the living room.
and a 9°37x12°4" Mahindra rug in a ushak
borlu design was chosen for the dining
room. Both are products of Black Mountain
Looms i India. hand-woven of natve
hand-spun wool using local. natural dyes
created in the historie technique. Natural
dyestulls indigenous 10 India were used:
ground madder and indigo plants for reds

and blues. with other colors coming from

pomegranate rind. milobelar fruns, henna.

and kutta nuis.

Long called in Michael Gabriel. with Gabriel
Menefee & Associates in Charlotte, 1o help

with the rugs.

“These types of rugs are more of an art
form rather than “manufactured.”™ Gabriel
reported. “There 15 a difference - every
single rug. and because of the dyeing
process there is much more varable color.
“Abrash™ is the term used to deseribe the
varations i eolor. That’s what was prized
in the old rugs made before chrominm
dyes made coloring more controlled and
predictable. The natural dyes continue to
change over time, often becomme softer and

more beautiful ™

\ French mfluence 1s shown in the colfered
ceilings of the living room. dining room,
and master bedroom. as well as the use of
toile de jouy fabric in the master bedroom
for window coverings. padded headboard.

ani duver.

French doors are used in surprising places,
allowing the house to be [lled with light
through each room.  Not only do French
doors pre wide access to varions |irﬂ‘t']1f‘:7 and
decks. but they’re also placed between the
hall and the husband’s study. between the
master dressing area and the master bath.
and between the master bath and the toilet.
Discreet semmi-sheer linen fabric. gathered in

the French manner. allows such uses.

Lighting design is another suceesshul element
that Long contributed to the home. Working
with the architect on the entre lighting
plan. Long focused on using wrought iron
sconces in several locations, The chandelier
over the dimng room table (a “French
Draw™ reproduction by Milling Road) was
handmade. A large French tramean Louis
XN mirror that Long found at a local

antique store is leaned against the wall in

the living room to reflect light from the large

windows.  Even on a cloudy day there is a
soft brillianee 1o the room.

While the wife said she loves every aspect of
the home. she speaks affectionately of the
kitchen. The butternut colored cabinets are

glazed and finished to a soft. pracical glow.



The designer suggested beginning the living room design with the hand-made “Mahindra” carpet from India. The patterns of fabric are
subth-lavered for interest. All furnishings were selected to relale to the architecture.

Manulactured }l\ Cabinets II‘. Nichols, the 15 a cabmetmaker with Nova Kitehens. “1 '-il,[”‘,.‘-m“.l| the overall lil"'ILfil that the
cabinets were installed by Will Dinkins. who which is in nearby Arden. N« architect did, even with the site placement
sandd those are one of the finest suppliers of “This was the largest projeet we had done Ihe decorator was excellent to work with.

cabinets that Nova Kitehens carmes. Dinkins with Platt at the tume.” Dinkins reported and the owners were also a Jov. It was a



Deceiving in its simplicity, the three different lypes of window and door openings created challenges in desisning window treafiments.
The custom designed upholstered headboard is slip covered: the toile unifies the space.

Jomnt effort by all wath good resulis.”

Sahara beige granite was used for the kitchen
countertop. A lighted, custom. beveled-
glass-front china cabinet fitted into a niche
in the kitehen shows off beautifully anything
inside. The Thermador ovens and the Viking
range round out the practical-sized angular
230-square-foot kitchen.  The +-1/4 x
107 island shows off Dinkins’s handiwork
and provides o central workstation and

har. A laundry room: and walk-in pantry
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are nearby.

Dinkins’s crafismanship = shown i the
cabinetry and marble work throughout the
house, including the cabinets for the wife’s
study qust off the kitehen, in the library at

the top of the stairs. in the bathrooms and

powder moms. in the husband’s office. in
the kitcchenene, and inthe laundry room
Cultured  marble

fimish

on the lower level.

vanity tops  with martte were

used m the powder rooms.

Perched at the top of the stairs in the wrrer
15 a small well-designed library complete
with narrow peek-a-hoo windows  that
allow light in and also provide snippet views
of the entryway. landscaping. and roadway
from an exalted level. One feels like a child
in a wreetop looking down on the world
below. The trompe loeil sky painted on the
ceiling continues the romantic fantasy that

this location creates.

Surprise encounters with  hand-painted




The snug area in the turret at the top of the stairs has been turned into a small reading room with a lovely: sky painted on the ceiling.

Clearfield, born in England. paints fine art her stvle as “magical realism.™ She believes  idea of having wall paintings at this home
in oils. Her pieces are exhibited at a local — that’s why Long brought her to this project.  was developed. she was brought in 10 help
gallery as well as ar the studio/gallery in Long has known Clearfield as an artist for — create the right mood.

her home outside Asheville.  She describes  several years and knew her sivle. When the  For example. after talking to the owners.

14 Casouss Amcimrenone & Desios



